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The Snail and the Whale 
Makaton Symbols and Signs to use with the story book 

by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler 
 
 
 

Snail 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Snail 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Whale 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Whale 

 

 

 
  

Full ‘O’ hand on top 
of head moves up 
to spread hand, 
palm facing front 

Middle and index 
fingers emerge from 
under other hand 
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Sea 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Beach 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Beach 
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Tail 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Shark 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Shark 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Cave 

 

 

 
  

Thumb moves 
up and down to 
touch palm 

Mime the 
whales tail 
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Cave 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Sand (1) 

 

 

 
  

Sand 

 

 

 
 
For more information or to order online visit makaton.org or 01276 606789. 
 
Follow us on social media:  
 

 Facebook.com/TheMakatonCharity 
  

 @MakatonCharity 

 YouTube.com/MakatonCharity 

 
Using the hashtag #WeTalkMakaton 
 

Mime sifting sand 
through fingers 

Look out through 
arched arms 
held slightly in 
front of head 


